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Report by Planning Policy Officer

	Summary:
This report advises members of the latest stage in developing the Development Control Document and the Supplementary Planning Document on development and flood risk in the suite of documents that make up the Local Development Framework.  The Issues and Options stage is largely informal with public participation on the options proposed for a six week period commencing on 29 June 2007.  Given the early stage of production the consultation has been combined.  A factual update to the Statement of Community Involvement is being consulted upon at the same time.  This proposes additions to the consultation procedures on major planning applications now the service is fully in house.

Recommendation:
That members note the consultation exercise commencing 29 June to 10 August 2007.


1
Introduction

1.1
The Development Control - Development Plan Document (DPD) will be the second document to be produced in the Authority’s Local Development Framework, and will ultimately contain the policies to deal with day to day planning applications through the control of development.  It should flow from the overarching themes in the Core Strategy and not contradict this approach.

1.2
It is proposed in the Local Development Scheme that the Development Control DPD be supported by a Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on development and flood risk in more detail.  At this early stage in the production of these two documents they are running along side each other and so the issues and options for both are presented in this one document, along side the minor amendment to the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).
2
Developing a DPD

2.1
Following a broad issues raising exercise based around a leaflet the next stage of DPD production is to consult on the potential ‘options’ to remedy or support the issues raised. Officers have learnt from other LPAs that even at this more informal stage the ‘options’ need to be well considered even with every alternative presented, so that they can be properly appraised before moving on to the ‘Preferred Options’ stage. 

2.2
Preferred options represents the first formal stage in developing a DPD and these are again consulted on for a six week period. Following this consultation on the preferred direction of travel, policies are finally written up in order to be submitted to the Secretary of State for examination.

3
Developing SPD

3.1
Supplementary Planning Documents follow less formal procedures than DPDs and are not the subject of independent examination. It makes sense however to begin collecting the evidence base and consulting on issues as soon as possible along side the sister development control document. The Local Development Scheme timetables the adoption of the Development and Flood Risk SPD early 2008. This is in advance of the Development Control DPD in order to begin shaping planning decisions as soon as possible on this important issue. 

4
Planning Committee: 25 May 2007

4.1
The results of the winter/spring consultation on the issues were reported to members at Planning Committee in May. The item was taken in a workshop style and preliminary options were debated and alternatives suggested. The minutes of the meeting feed into the options proposed in this new consultation.

5
The Statement of Community Involvement

5.1
The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is required to set out how the organisation will engage with stakeholders and the community on all planning aspects, be it planning policy and the LDF or planning applications. When the SCI was originally adopted last year it did not include a section dealing with consultations on planning applications as these were dealt with by riparian districts; now planning applications are administered by the Authority an addition on their consultation is required. Any changes to an SCI require a period of consultation itself before it is submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination.

6
Consultation Aims 

6.1
The aim of this consultation on the Development Control DPD and Flood Risk and Development SPD in June/July/August is to consult on the 'options' proposed to resolve the issues arising and from those raised previously though consultation with stakeholders and general public. Further more detailed consultation on the ‘Preferred Options’ is timetabled to occur in December.

6.2
Members are welcome to engage with this process and respond before the deadline for comments.  Copies of the Development Control DPD – Issues and Options (incorporating the early issues for the Flood risk and Development SPD) will be available for members at the meeting.  The final deadline for comments is Friday 10 August at 5pm.
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